
the oil wealth in the mid-late 1800’s, so 
there is a lot of Victorian architecture 
to be seen. We made it to a number 
of shops including Petrolia Mercantile 
which is very large and has an eclectic 
mix (including a great selection of teas 
and gourmet foods); the Olde Post 
Office Shoppe which had many unique 
wood items, shelves, signs, etc. and is at 
home in a restored post office; Picker’s 

Emporium for antiques; and a very nice 
western tack shop that I can’t recall the 
name of (Bits n Buckles). We split up 
for a while and I rediscovered a shop 
I’d been in years ago called Van Tuyl 
& Fairbank Hardware, and was almost 
shocked that it was still there. I finally 
found Lisa down at Leisure Lane trying 
on clothes and had to take her back 
there. This has to be one of the oldest 
hardware stores in Ontario and some 
things haven’t changed since 1870. 
Again it was authentic, that’s what I 
love about this area, and Lisa was just 
as enthused by the old wood floors and 
ancient atmosphere as I was. If you’re 
going to Petrolia, stop here and take 
a stroll back in time. Another stop we 
made was to the library. That’s right. 
Petrolia’s library is housed in a stone 
Grand Trunk Railroad station built in 
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I know the Petrolia area pretty well 
from having worked there and our 
main destination this time was to see 
a musical at Victoria Playhouse, but we 
took a circuitous route getting there. 
Our day began in Michigan—we were 
coming back from a concert—and 
we thought the Sombra Ferry was the 
perfect choice to cross the border. It 
crosses the St. Clair River from Marine 
City, MI and once we were in Sombra 
we made the first stop on our daytrip.

Stop #1: Three Sisters Gallery looks 
small, but you can’t really miss it on the 
St. Clair Parkway (though if you blink 
you might miss the town altogether). 
Once you’re inside you’ll be quite 
surprised at all they have to offer from 
fine native art to truly Canadian gifts. 
Lisa’s never seen a purse she didn’t like 
and just happened to find another one 
for her collection.

Stop #2: We had some time to kill 
before the 2:00 matinee so we headed 
out to OIL SPRINGS. We didn’t have 
enough time to tour the Oil Museum Of 
Canada but did pop our heads in to take 
a peek and we picked up a travel guide 
for Petrolia and area. Inside it was a 
driving tour of the back roads where oil 
was first discovered in North America, 
which I’m pretty sure the museum 
also offers as an audio tour on your car 
radio. This was so interesting and so 

very authentic, and the route is dotted 
with large metal sculptures of people, 
horses and the like. It was well worth 
the side trip and we hope to get back to 

the museum next time.
Stop #3: Before the show we had 

lunch at Actor’s Casual Dining, 
which was very good. The selections 
are named after stars of the screen 
and stage so I had a Robin Williams 
(chicken Caesar wrap) and Lisa had the 
hardest time deciding between Mathew 
McConaughey and Mark Wahlburg—I 
forget what she had but it was amusing. 
Great prices here too.

Stop #4: Victoria Hall shares a 
parking lot with the restaurant so it was 
a stroll to the playhouse where we were 
taking in “Happy Together 1967,” a 
musical about the music and memories 
of Canada’s centennial year (we were 
there in June 2017). It was sold out 
and it was fantastic, as all their shows 
seem to be. We try to get here once a 
season and they consistently have an 
extremely talented cast. It’s a very well 
run company and the venue, a national 
historic site, is magnificent. It’s hard 
to believe when you’re in this grand 
building that it had burned completely 
to the ground in 1989.

Stop #5: Shopping on PETROLIA 
LINE. This is a beautiful town, built by 
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A sight seen along the 
driving tour near Oil Springs.
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1903 and it’s open to the public of 
course. People don’t always think to 
walk in and check out places like this, 
but why not?

Stop #6: Skeeter Barlow’s. 
We were staying the night 
with friends in Brights 
Grove and everyone from 
this area knows Skeeter 
Barlow’s. This wasn’t our 
first time and won’t be our 
last. We walked from their 
house along the shore of Lake 
Huron to arrive at one of the few 
restaurants that overlooks the 
lake and were seated at one of the best 
tables on the patio. Skeeter’s is known 
for its chicken and ribs, and prime rib 
on the weekends, but everything on 
the menu is good and there’s a large 
selection to choose from. This is a 
favourite for miles around. From our 
table we could people watch the steady 
stream of walkers, cyclists and pets 
make their way along Lakeshore Road, 
and after dinner we could just wander 
over to watch a beautiful sunset over 
the not too distant Michigan shoreline. 
We strolled along the beach, dipped our 
toes in the water, and even sat back to 
listen to some blues being played under 
a gazebo in the lakeside park. Eventually 
we headed back to our friends for a 
nightcap after a long eventful day, the 
beach having assured us that summer 
was here.

Stop #7: Sarnia is only 
a few minutes away from 
Brights Grove, but we were 
starting out our day in 
POINT EDWARD, which is a 
village tucked into a corner 
of the city. Directly beneath 
the Bluewater Bridges and at 
the point where Lake Huron 
drains into the St. Clair River 
you’ll find something else 
Point Edward is famous for…
“Fries under the Bridge.” 
There are a few trucks 
serving up fresh cut fries 
while lake freighters pass 
by in the background. I had 
French fries for breakfast. 
Not the healthiest choice 
maybe, but it’s tradition and 
“While in Point Edward…”

Lisa had heard of Rustic 
Gate and it was on her bucket 

list of shops. It’s on the north side of the 
main drag (Michigan Ave.) but tucked 
in behind Sharkskin Weathergear. I 

quickly saw why Lisa was excited. 
She loves everything rustic 

or primitive or garden 
related, and Rustic Gate 
had all that and more. 
There were antiques, but 

also architectural pieces like 
old doors and doorknobs and 
stained glass. Then there were 
artisan’s items like handmade 

jewellery, and nostalgic pieces, 
but my favourites were the 

unusual ideas. There was an antique 
glass light shade turned upside down 
and hanging by its chains to become a 
planter. It’s a great store for upcycling.

The store that surprised us was 
Ah! Some Art. We’d seen the ad in 
Daytripping but were quite surprised 
by just how cool this place was. They 
have an eclectic mix of very well crafted 
items, from jewellery to photo frames to 

wine glasses. Almost all of it is art in the 
broader sense and I got the impression 
that the great majority of it may be hand 
made, and Canadian made as well. It’s a 
very nice store and priced fairly.

One more stop in Point Edward was 
at Purdy’s Fishery to pick up some 
fresh perch (we always bring a cooler 

along for the ride). Use your GPS to find 
Purdy’s or head toward the casino and 
keep heading south, past it and toward 
the river.

Stop #8: Downtown Sarnia was our 
next stop to check out Grace Brothers 
Antiques. Sarnia has two main streets 
downtown and this is on Front St., the 
closest one to the river. We hadn’t been 
in here, and are not expert antiquers 
by any means, but we know what we 
like and we really liked this shop. There 
were some gorgeous high end pieces to 
ogle over, but also many small pieces 
as well and a number of oddities. I 
should mention that all the owners and 
employees we met on this trip were 
very personable, and Steve at Grace 
Brothers was no exception. The prices 
also seemed to be a fraction of what 
some of those better pieces might fetch 
in a larger city.

From there we wandered around the 
downtown mostly window shopping, 
seeing shops like Gourmet Passions, 
One Tooth and Feather Your Nest. 
The Imperial Theatre and the Judith & 
Norman Alix Art Gallery are very close 
by as well.

Stop #9: We weren’t planning to go 
into Stones n Bones Museum but we 
poked our head in the door and met the 
owners and were so glad we did. This 
is not at all your typical museum. Jim 
and Allison Richards have spent a life 
collecting thousands of large mounted 
animals, bugs, butterflies, shark teeth, 
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even dinosaurs and it’s not just on 
display, but Jim takes you through the 
collection and shares his knowledge. It 
is incredible and is apparently one of 
the highest rated museums in Canada 
on Trip Advisor. Kids must love this 
place. We were amazed and could have 
stayed longer, but the French fries were 
wearing off and lunch was calling.

Stop #10: Daytripping recommended 
DEGROOT’S GARDEN TEAHOUSE, and 
it’s in a garden centre, so this was an 
easy choice for Lisa. DeGroot’s Nursery 
is a vast place and the restaurant is 
in an old house at the back of it. The 
food was absolutely fabulous, and the 
venue well worth visiting. You won’t be 
disappointed here.

Once again it was time to get home 
and let Sparky out. Another great trip 
in the books, lots of conversation and 
music along the way. We could have 
taken in different stops and on the way 

home we always talk 
about the ones we 
missed and where we 
need to go next. The 
one that got away for 
me was the Refined 
Fool Brewery —it 
was downtown and 
I’d forgotten all about 
it. Lisa wished we’d 
planned to go cruising 
down the St. Clair 
River for lunch on 
the Duc D’Orleans II. 
We saw it docked not too far from the 
downtown area. That will have to wait 
for the next time.

Thanks Daytripping. Hope you like 
our story! Try to print it all this time 
please!

Publisher’s note: We love hearing 
about the trips our readers take, and 
Dave has promised to keep sending us 

articles, though we do owe him and Lisa 
an apology. In our last issue a portion of 
their article was missing due to an error 
on our part. It is, however, correct on the 
online version of the paper on our website.

Daytripping has been built by our 
readers and we’d love to hear from more 
of you. If you have a story to tell, please 
send it in.

One of many interesting rooms you’ll 
discover at Stones n Bones Museum
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